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Some Account of the Tartar Tribes. 


[From Letters from Scandinavia. ] 


HE various nations of Tartars are not only jealous of 
their diftin@ origins, but of preferving their race pure 
and unfullied from mixture, unlefs with the Moguls of 
Kalmucs, whom they eftcem the higheft clafs. There are 
{mall villages in Siberia, which contain a whole nation of thofe 
unadulterated fpecies, covered with rags and naftinefs, and funk 
into the loweft degree of ignorance. Sometimes thefe little 
nurferies of empires are reduced to ten or twenty families 5 
and, mo longer able to exift of themfelves, they intermarry 
with the tribes among whom they dwell, if toefe happen to be 
of an inferior rank, as none others would admit of fuch 
alliances. Hence the language of the reduced tribe, as well as 
their peculiar manners and cuftoms, in a fhort time become 
extinct, The Arinzes,a Tartar tribe inhabiting Sibezia, re- 
duced to a {mall number by war and misfortunes, fled and aflo- 
ciated with the Katfchinzes, taking wives among them. In the 
year 1735, when Mefirs, Muller and Gunelin vilited the 
Yenifei, there was only one man left who fpoke the Ariozian 
language. Mr. Muller found this perfon uferul in giving him 
words from his vocabulary, from a language nearly expiring. 
When Mr. Muller and his fellow-traveller Gmelin vitited 
the fame part in the year 1740, the Arinzian was dead; and 
the language of his nation, and the nation itfelf with him. 
VoL. XXVII. 686, 2R Whatever 
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Whatever difputes may arife about the origin of men, the 
origin of women affords no grounds for any; it is perfectly 
diftinét; They areall of the fame race and family—whether 
they tread bare-footed the deferts of Tartary, or lead the 
dance in the gayeft Parifian aflemblies, they thew themfelves 
to be of the fame genuine ftock in cuftoms and manners. 
The Parifian lady pillages every toy-fhop to. ornament her 
perfon; the Fartarian damfel, for the fame end, is equally eager 
in exploring the fhores of every lake, every hill, and plain, and 
wood ; in order to fet off her charms, fhe picks up every 
pebble and fhell ; they all agree in one purfuit—man. Their 
language and oratory are the fame ; the fame theig eyes—their 
tears. They allow men to conquer A fia, Africa, Europe, and 
America; and when men have done, they lay hold of the 
victors. 

Wives, among all thofe northern and eaftern nations, are 
purchafed by.the men; and fo foon as a Tartar female is 
marriageable, the mother hangs a white fheet upon the out- 
fide of the tent, as a fignal to bachelors. ‘The parents in 
Tartary, as well as in Europe, keep to themfelves the privilege 
of making the bargain. The bride, as cultom demands, 
ftruggles hard at leaving the family hut; the bridegroom re- 
quires affiftance in dragging her away; as it would appear 
forward and ungrateful to feem to go willingly from her parents 
and houfehold gods, and immodeftly to ruth into the arms of a 
ftrange hufband. ‘They at leaft make a thew of 


* Innocence, and virgin modefty, 
*¢ That would be woo’d, and aot unfought be won.” 
MILTON. 





The bride is carried to bed by force. Among fome tribes, they 
fet her upon a mat, and, —s the corners, carry her into the 
bed-room, faying to th e bridegroom, “¢ Here, wolf, behold 
thy lamb !” But then comes the ordeal trial: If the brides 
groorn fulpects. the virginity of the bride, he returns the wanton 
to hice relations again; allowing, however, the purchafee 
moncy. Among the Oitiacs the cuftom varies: If the brides 
groom be fatisfied with his bride, he prefents, next morning, a 


rein-deer to his mother-in-law but fhould he not be fatisfied, 
the mother-in-law prelénes a reinedeer to the bridegroom; 
nee vy juftly and ingenuoufly implying, that, the dauzhter 


-under the mother’s care, the praile or blame of her cone 
duc ao hibings tohcr guardian. If a Tartar is determined no 
longer 
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longer to bear with the frailties of his wife, he goes up to her, 
and tears off her cap or veil ; and this, of itfelf, conftitutes a 
divorce. The Tongufian, when he has detected his wife in 
criminal connexion with other men, challenges the adulterer 5 
and, being armed with large clubs, the challenger firft receives 
feveral blows from the challenged upon his back ; which is 
then returned alternately until one or the other is killed, and 
frequently both. If the adulterer refufes the challenge, he muft 
pay whatever is demanded by the hufband in cattle and goods. 

The Tartars have their gods and godefles in as great abun- 
dance as the Greeks and Romans, with other names, but with 
the fame employments. Their Junois called Youma Ava, or 
Mother of the Gods ; her fons are the inferior deities. Pan 
is chriftened Vadafch ; and we find him athis old trade of 
fheep-herding. The men are under the proteCtion ot the 
gods—the women of the goddefles, whom they addrefs fepa- 
rately. Unlike the ancients, they beftow the title of ‘Thun 
derer upon an inferior deity; and, indeed, leave very few 
things for Jupiter to do, except to produce children, The 
Tartars have fome furies too; but I have not found over whom 
they prefide, as the Tartar hufbands keep their wives in 
tolerable order with the help of a whip—a famous inftru- 
ment, in northern countries, for making peace :—Itis the olive 
branch of Scythia. 

Polygamy is permitted among the Tartars 3 yetit is only 
the wealthy who can indulge in this ; the women choofing, ia 
general, to have a poor hufband to themfelves, rather than to be 
one of twoor three to the richeft chief. If a Tartar bas not 
iuficient money or goods to purchafe a wife, be ferves his 
father-in-law a certain number of years, as Jacob did of old; 
or, perhaps, he fteals a wile from a ftrange tribe. They pre- 
fer Kalmuc women to all others, alleging, that they preferve 
the marks of youth longer than thofe of the common race of 
Tartars ; and, to procure fuch alluring wives, they make in- 
curfions into the Kalmuc countries, in order to carry the we- 
men off ; The haughty Kalmuc would never confent to fuch 
marriages. Siould a Tartar leavea Kalinuc widow, fhe dif+ 
plavs, tna funeral oration, the heroic tenaderneis of her hufbandy 
who did not purchafe her with vile cattle or money, but ven- 
tured iis lifeco obtain her. She boalts of his conjugal love, 
his generofity,: his wifdom, his economy, and wealth ; tae 
number of cattle which he had ftolen, and flaves which his 
valour had procured him. She pourtrays the noble figure he 
made upon horicback, in the chafe, and in battle. 
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Curious Hiftorical and Defcriptive Particulars refp fing 
the Inhabitants of the Kingdom of Canara, on the 
Coaft of Malabar. 


[From Moor’s Narrative of the Operations of Captain Little’s 
5 Detachment. ] 


HE charaéters ufed in writing by the Canareefe and 
Malabars, appear, as well as their diale&t, to be derived 
from the fame fource : They write from the left, as we do; 
the Malabars, with an iron fkewer, on leaves of a fpecies of 
the palmyra, commonly called the brab tree: The leaf is 
about two inches broad, has many folds, ftrung loofely by a 
loop at the end, and is held in the left hand, the thumb-nail of 
which, in thofe who profefs writing, has a nick in it to receive 
and direé the fkewer: The writing is performed with incon- 
ceivable quicknefs, and not only trifling occurrences, but public 
records of difburfements and events are thus written and pre- 
ferved. 

On public or important matters, the Canareefe, we believe, 
write on common paper; but their ordinary accounts and 
writings are done with a white pencil on black paper, or rather 
a cloth, which is prepared fomething like our flate paper, and 
the pencil is a foffil, very fimilar to French chalk. A large 
book has but one piece of this paper, which is folded back~ 
ward and forward, and will open out to ten or twelve yards in 
length. 

intimes of peace this country abounds in oxen and fheep, 
the latter for food, the former for the purpofe of labour, for 
the Canareefe eat no beef, or fwine’s flefh. Grain and fowls 
are alfo in abundance ; but no geefe, turkies, or tame ducks. 
The jungles and hills are inhabited by tygers, bears, and other 
carnivorous animals; of the cat kind, as well as the tyger, 
here are leopards, cheetas, and, we believe, the lynx is fome- 
times feen, but no lions, Of the canine fpecies, wolves, 
hyznas, jackals, and foxes are on every hill, and afford good 
{port in chafe ; the antelope, and feveral other kinds of deer, 
in an open country, are feen every day in herds; fome of them 
are very large and beautiful, having long branching antlers, 
and black {kins fpotted white: Ihey are fo fleet, itis in vain 
giving chafe, and withal fo thy, and keeping moftly in a clea 
country, itis difficult to fhootthem. iiks are fatd tobe in this 
country, but we never faw any, and a {p.cies of deer not unlike 
the clk, called in India the famba. 
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For the gun here are peacocks, partridges, quails, f{nipes, 
doves, plover, and other delicate birds: The pheafant is not 
eatable, and has not the beautiful plumage of the Englifh, or 
Chinefe pheafant ; but the jungle cock is, in every repeat, but 
little inferior. The curmoa or florakin is high'y efteemed, and 
here is another bird, whofe name we cannot recolleét, larger 
than the turkey, and for the {pit equally good: It flies flowly and 
heavily, and being fhy, and lighting only in clear open places, 
is difficult to fhoot. Hares arein plenty, but norabbits. The 
tanks abound in ducks, teal, and widgeon, of the former a 
variety, and fome very large. Fifhing affords but indifferent 
fport, for although the rivers and tanks feem to have plenty of 
fifth, they will not take bait. We have lived feveral months 
together in a populous town, on the bank of the fineft river in 
Canara,and were feldom able to procure fifh, although had any 
been caught, they wold moft likely have been brought to us, 
as fomuch more than the ufual price would have been paid : 
From this we conclude the Canareefe are very indifferent hands 
atthenet. Intimes of peace this fair country, at fo reafon- 
able a rate, affords every neceflary of |.fe, that the natives are 
not conftrained to drain the water or itsinhabitants for a fub- 
fiftence, and their fimplicity in food caufes no demand for 
Juxuries. 

Fruit and vegetables are neither in fuch variety or quality as 
might be expecled, where they form fo confiderable an article 
in the diet of the people: Plantains fhould, we think from 
their utility, and perhaps flavour, rank firft cn the lift of fruits; 
mangoes are in abundance, but very inferior to many kinds of 
that exquifite truit in Bombay, Goa, and other places on the 
Malabar coaft. Mangocs when green give a relifh to the 
fimple food of the natives ; they are alfofalted and ufed as an 
acid, the only one, indeed, the Canareete have, excepting ta- 
marinds, for they make no vinegar, although it might be fo 
eafily procured, as it is in moft parts of India, by fuffering the 
juice that exudes from the cocva-nut or date tree to ferment a 
tew days inthe fun, with a little coarfe (ugar mixed init. This 
liquor, called by natives in different parts of India, tarree, 
neera, or findee, by the Englith toddy, is procured by hanging 
an earthern pot on a ftem whence the embryo fruit has been 
cut; when drank before fuasrife it is tweet, of delicious 
flavour, and of medicinal properties, keeping the vody cool 
and foluble. In afew hours, by violent fermentation, it bee 
comes intoxicating, and is drank to excefs by the lower clafles 
of people in mott parts of Hindeottan: A fpirit is alfo ex- 


tracted 












































266 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
tracted from it by diftillation, The liquor is gathered twice a 
" ys Je the quantity of half a pint, about che time of fun-rifing 
nd fetting. 

The other fruits are mufk and water-melons, pomegranates, 
rapes, pise-apples, limes, cuftard-apples, jacks, guavas, anda 
w other inferior kinds common throughout India: Grapes 
and pines {eldom come to market. Cocoa-nuts and dates are 

ia great abu —- and arefent to the coaft as an article of 
merchandife. Heretofore it has been a received opinion, that 
the cocoa-nut tree would not flourifh but near the fea; we 
have, however, feen very extenlive groves, or rather forefts of 
them, about the centre of the peniniula, a hundred aad fifty 
miles from the fea, in as fine order as any on the coaft. 

No birds, or animals, peculiar for the | yeauty of their plu- 
mage, or other fingularities, occur to us as natives, in this part 
of the peniofula. Monkies are numerous, and fquirrels, of 
both a variety of kinds ; the former difguiting by their fize, 
and too near approach ‘o the human figure ; the {quirrels are 
fome of them very diminutive and pretty, and by being fed and 
cherifhed, become quite domefticated and free. Toat beauti- 
ful little bird called baya, fo frequently mentioned by travellers 
to fufpend its neft on the extreme branches of trees, is very 
common here. 

In common with what other people we have vifited, living 
remote from our fettlements, and out of the influence of our 
cuftoms, the Canareefe imagine every wiite man a phy fician ; 
and as we occafionally appeared in that character, it was ealy 
to difcover their entire ignorance in what relates to com- 
pounds : In fimples their information has been dictated by na- 
ture, and is not defpi able; it is, indeed, fufficient for their 
purpofes, for being moderate in living, aad lituated ina tempe- 
rate climate, few people have lefs occafion for phylicians. In 
cales of fever naturc has furnifbed them with a medicine that 
grows in everyhedge; itis a common fhrub, the leaves of 
which being dried and reduc 2d to powder, was, by our pro- 
feffional gentlemen, in interasittent cafes, giving in prefereace 
tobark, Antimony is ufec, but their confined knowledge in 
chymiltry prevents any elegance in the preparation: Nitre 
and allum appear to be ravourite medicines, and are adminil- 
tered ina variety of cafes. 

Inoculation for the imall-pox, we think, is not practifed, nor 
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is the dileafe much dreaded when it does make its appearance, 
wilich is net a but without any extenfive effects : 
brom the fame favourable caufes alread ly mentioned, the tem- 
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perature of the climate, and their fimplicity in food, thefe 
people have it in fo benign a form as to create very little alarm: 
Some, however, we have obferved, both men and women, 
marked withthe confluent kind. Opium istaken, not as a 
medicine but a luxury, in the way of inhalation ; laud#hum is 
unknown :—They make and ufe fal ammoniac, but know not 
much of its propertics. 

In furgery, the Canareefe, it may be faid, have no fkill or 
knowledge; were aman’s finger in a ftate of mortification 
they could not remove it. In bruifes and contufions nature is 
again kind to them, as on every road a fhrub grows, the leaves 
of which being boiled in water, the fumes, or the water, is a 
moft excellent emollient: It is common in moft parts of India, 
and by us called the fomentation-leaf. We have before had 
occafton to obferve there being {corpions in this country; they 
are the largeft we have ever feen, and quite black, but their 
fting is more painful than dangerous: In thefe cafes the Ca- 
nareefe fearify the affe€ted part, and rub it with hot cocoa-nut 
oil, and encruft it with cow-dung: The latter is a common 
application, and is not a bad poultice. The only fnake whole 
bite, that we know of, is mortal, is the cobia de capello, fo 
called by Europeans from having a membrane round its head, 
which, when irritated, it expands like a wood, as the Portuguefe 
naine denotes :—It isa very beautiful fpecies, five or fix feet, 
or more in length, and is the only inftance within our know- 
ledge, of a ferpent of that fize being mortally venomous; as 
we have ever remarked the fmaller the reptile, the more dan- 
gerousits bite. In India there are fnakes, or rather worms, 
not more than four inches in length, nor thicker than a to 
bacco-pipe, whofe bite is almoft inftant death: in Tillecherry, 
many years back, we recollect the death of an elephant was 
imputed to the bite of one of thefe apparently infignificant 
reptiles. 

The idea that venom decreafes in animals inan inverfe pro 
portion to their lize, is natural; for as mature, we are taught, 
never works in vain, it would appear a fuperfuity to have be- 
ftowed on creatures the faculty of killing by incifion, whofe 
{trength alone is a fufficient defence againtt its enemics, and 
whofe contact is abundantly mortal for the purpofes of pro- 
curing food 

The cotra de capello is, in a tingular manner, charmed by 
mufic, rearing its head, and expanding its hood to the fhrill 
found of any wind inftrument; and many people get a liveli- 
hood by carrying a parcel of them about in bafkets, ond 
making 
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making them dance to mufic for the entertainment of any 
curious perfon. The fakes thus fhown are perfeAly harmlefs, 
and may be fafely handled by any perfon ; it is faid their im- 
potence proceeds froma ftone being removed from under their 
tongue, that fupplied their teeth with venom: Thefe ftones 
were formerly, and indeed are ftill, bighly prized as antidotes 
againft the poifon of their former pofleflors; they are ia fize, 
fhape, and appearance not unlike a tamarind ftone, and may be 
found genuine, if by immerfing themin water, fmall bubbles 
continue to arife from them. Whether or not they are found 
in the ferpent’s head, or have any virtue as an antidote, we do 
not determine; but the faéts are univerfally known and ad- 
mitted. Tavernicr, in his Indian Travels, page 155, has a 
tolerable good portrait of the cobra de capello, and he there 
mentions thefe ftones. 


(To be continued.) 
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A new View of the City of Copenhagen ; with Obferva- 
tions on the Charaéler and Manners of the Danes. 


[From Mrs. Wollitonecraft’s Letters during a Refidence in Swe~ 
den, Norway, and Denmark. } 


HE diftance from Elfioeur to Copenhagen is 22 miles; 
the road is very good, over a flat country diverfified with 
wood, moftly beech, and decent manfions. There appeared 
to be a great quantity of corn land ; and the foil looked much 
more fertile than it is in general fo near the fea, The rifing 
grounds indeed were very few; aod around Copenhagen it is 
a perfect plain, of courle has nothing to recommend it, but 
cultivation, not decorations. If I fay that the houfes did not 
difguft me, I tcll you all I remember of them; for I cannot 
recollect any plezfurable fenfations they excited ; or that any 
object, produced by nature or art, took me out of myfelf. 
The view of the city, as we drew near, was rather grand, but 
without any ftriking feature to intereft the imagination, ex 
cepting the trees which thade the toot paths. 

Juft before I reached Copenhagen, I faw a number of tents 
ona wite plain, and fuppofed that the rage for encampments 
had reached this city; but I foon ditcovered that they were 
the afvluin of many of the poor families who had been driven 
out of their habitations by the late fire. 
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Entering foon after, I paffed among the dult and rubbifh is 
had left, affrighted by viewing the extent of the devaftation ; 
for et lea(t a quarter of the city had been deftroyed. There 
was little in the appearance of fallen bricks and ftacks of 
chimneys to allure the imagination into foothing melancholy 
reveries 5 nothing to attra¢ tthe - of tafte, but much to af« 
fi& the benevole nt heart. The depredations of time have 
always fomething in them to employ the fancy, or lead to muf- 
ing on fubjects which, withdrawing the mind from objects of 
fenfe, feem to give it new dignity; but herel was tr eading on 
liveathes. The fafferers were ftill under the preflure of the 
mifery occafioned by this dreadful conflagration. I could not 
take refuge in the thought; they fuffered l—-but they are no 
more ! a refleétion I frequent ly fummen to calm my mind, 
when fympathy rifes to anguifh: | therefore defired the driver 
to haften tothe hotel recommended to me, that I might avert 
my eyes, and {nap the train of thinking which had fent me 
into all the corners of the city, in fearch of houfelefs heads. 

This morning I have been walking round the town, till 
Tam weary of obferving the ravages. I had often heard the 
Danes, even thofe who had feen Paris and London, {peak of 
Copenhagen with rapture. Certainly I have feen it in a very 
difadvantagcous light, fome of the beft ftreets having been 
burnt, and the whole place thrown into confufion, Still the 
utmoft that can, or could ever, I believe, have been faid in its 
praife, might be comprifed in a few words, The ftreets are 
open, and many of the houfes large; but I faw nothing to 
roufe the idea of elegance or grandeur, if I except the circus 
where the King and Prince Royal refide. 

The palace, which was confumed about two years ago, muft 
have been a handfome {pacious building : The ftone-work is 
fill fanding ; anda great number of the poor, during the 
late fire, took refuge in its ruins, till they could find fome 
other abode. Beds were thrown on the landing places of the 
grand ftaircafe, where whole families crept from the cold, and 
every little nook is boarded up as 2 retreat for fome poor crea- 
tures deprived of their home. At prefent a roof may be tuf- 
ficient to fhelter them from the night air; but as the feafon 
advances, the extent of the calamity will be more feverely 
vt I fear, though the exertions on the part of government 
are very confiderable, Private charity has alfo, no doubt, done 
inet to alleviate the mifery which obtrudes itfelf at every 
turn ; ftil | put! lic fpirit appears to me to be hardly alive here, 
Had it exitted, ig conflagration might have been {mothered in 
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the beginning, as it was at laft, by tearing down feveral houfes 
before the flames had reached them. To this the inhabitants 
would not confent; andthe Prince Royal not having fufficient 
energy of charaéter to know when he ought to be abfolute, 
calm! a? -t them purfue their own courfe, till the whole city 
feemed to be threatened with deftruction. Adhering, with 
puerile {crupulofity to the law, which he has impofed on him- 
felf, of adting exaaly right, he did wrong by idly lamenting, 
while he marked the progrefs of a mifchief that one decided 
ftep would hav Rapt. He was afterward oblived to refort to 
violent meafures ; but then—who could blame him? And, 
to avoid cenfure, ole it facrifices are not made by weak minds ! 

A gentleman, who was a witnels of the fcene, affured me, 
Tikewile, that if the people of property had taken half as much 
pains to extinguifh the fire, as to preferve their valuables and 
furniture, it would foon have been got under. But they who 

1ot immediately in danger did not exert themfelves fufs 
ficie: nt] oa till fear, like an eleétrical fhock, roufed all the inhabi- 
tants toa fenfe of the general evil. Even the fire engine 
were out of order, though the burning of the palace ought to 
have admonifhed them of the neceflity of keeping them in 
conftant repair. But this kind of indolence, refpecting what 
does not immediately concern them, feems to characterize the 
Danes. A fluggifh concentration in themfelves makes them 
fo careful to pre(erve their property, that they will not venture 
on any enterprife to increafe it, in which there is a fhadow of 
hazard, 

Confidering Copenhagen as the capital of Denmark and 
Norway, I was furprifed not to fec fo much induftry or talte as 
in Chriftiania. Indeed from every thing I have had an oppor 
tunity of obferving, the Danes are the people wio have made 
the feweft facrifices to the graces. 

‘The men of bufinefs are domettic tyrants, coldly immerfed 
in their own affairs, and fo ignorant of the ftate of other coun- 
tries, they dogmatically aflert that Denmark is the happictt 
country in the world; the Prince Royal the beft of all poffible 
princes ; and Count Bernftoril the witeft of minifters, 

As for the women, they are fimply notable houfewives ; 
without accomplifhments, or any of the charms that adorn 
more advanced focial life. This total ignorance may enable 
them to fave fomething in their kitchens; but it is far from 
rendering them better parents. On the contrary, the children 
are {poilt 5. as thev ufually are, when Icft to the care of weak, 
inculgent mothers, who having no principle of action to regu- 
late 














fes 
ts 


te, 
ity 
th 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 271 


late their feelings, become the flaves of infants, enfeebling 
both body and mind by falfe tendernefs. 

I am perhaps a little prejudiced, as | write from the im- 
preffion of the moment; for I have been tormented to-day 
by the prefence of unruly children; and made angry by fome 
invectives thrown out againit the maternal character of the 
unfortunate Matilda. She was cenfured, with the moft cruel 
infinuation, for her management of her fon; though, from 
what I could gather, fhe gave proofs of good fenfe, as well as 
tendernefs in her attention tohim. She ufed to bathe him 
herfelf every morning; infifted on his being loofely clad; and 
would not permit his attendants to injure his digeftion, by 
humouring his appetite. She was equally careful to prevent 
his acquiring haughty airs, and playing the tyrant in leading- 
ftrings. The Queen Dowager would not permit her to fuckle 
him ; but the next child being a daughter, and not the heir 
apparent of the crown, lefs oppofition was made to her dif- 
charging the duty of a mother. 

Poor Matilda! thou haft haunted me ever fince my arrival ; 
and the view I have had of the manners of the country, excit« 
ing my fympathy, has increafed my refpect for thy memory ! 

I am now fully convinced that fhe was the victim of the 
party fhe difplaced, who would have overlooked, or ea- 
courazed, her attachment, had her lover not, aiming at being 
uleful, attempted to overturn fome eftablifhed abufes, before the 
people, ripe for the change, had fufficient {pirit to fupport him 
when ftruggling in their behalf, Such indeed was the alperity 
harpened againft her, that | bave heard her, even after fo many 
years have clapied, charged with licentioufnefs, not only for 
endeavouring to render the public amufements more elegant, 
but for her very charities, becaufe fhe erected, among other 
inftitutions, an hofpital to receive foundlings. Difgufted with 
many cuftoms which pafs for virtues, though they are nothing 
more than obfervances of forms, often at the expence of 
truth, fhe probably ran into an error common to innovators, 
in wifhing to doimmediately what can only be done by time. 

Many very cogent reafons have been urged by her triends 
to prove, that her affection for Struenfee was never carried to 
the length alledged againit her, by thofe who feared her in- 
fluence. Be that as it may, fhe certainly was not a woman 
of gailantry ; and if fhe had an attachment for him, it did not 
difgrace her heart or underftanding, the King being a noto- 
tious debauchee, and an idiot intothe bargain. As the King’s 
conduct had always been directed by fome favourite, they alfa 
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endeavoured to govern him, from a principle of felf-preferva- 
tion, as well as a laudable ambition; bur, not aware of the 
prejudices they had to encounter, the {yftem they adopted 
difplayed more benevolence of heart than foundnels of judg- 
ment; as to the charge, ftill believed, of their giving the King 
drugs to injure his faculties, it is too abfurd to be refuted. 
“Tbeir oppreflors had better have accufed them of dabbling ia 
the black art ; for the potent fpell {till keeps his wits in bon- 
dage. 

I cannot defcribe to you the effe& it had on me to fe this 
puppet of a monarch moved by the itiings which Count 
Bernitorff holds faft; fit, with vacant eye, erect, recciving 
the homage of courtiers, who mock him with a fhew of re- 
fpe&t He is,in fact, merely a machine of ftate, to fubfcribe 
the name of a King tothe atts of the government, which, to 
avoid danger, have no value, unlefs counterfigned by the 
Prince Royal; for he is allowed to te abfolutely an idiot, exe 
cepting that now and then an obfervation, or trick efcapes him, 
which looks more like madnefs than imbecility. 

Whiata farce is life! This efigy of majefty is allowed to 
burn down to the focket, while the haplefs Matilda was hur- 
ried into an untimely grave. 

“ As flies to wanton boys, are we to the gods ; 
«¢ They kill us for their fport.”’ 
(To be continued ) 





On the melancholy Confequences refulting from the Cuftom 
prevalent among the lower Claffcs of the People of the 
Metropo'es of frequenting Public Houfes. 


{From a Treatife on the Police of the Metropolis. By a 
Magittrate. ] 


T is truly melancholy to reflect upon the abje& condition of 
that numerous clafs of profligate parents, who with thcir 
children, are conttantly to be found in the tap-rooms of Public 
Hovfes, {pending intwo days as much of their earnings as 
would fupport them a week comfortably in their own dwel- 
lings ;—-deftroying their health, wafting their time, and 
rearing up their children tobe proftitutes and thieves before 
they know thatit is a crime, 
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In the city of London, and within the Bills of Mortality, 
there are at prefent 5204 licenfed Public Houfes, and it is cal- 
culated that the beer and fpirits which are confumed in thefe 
receptacles of idlenels and: profligacy by the labouring people 
alone, do not amount to lefs than three millions fterling @ 





year | 

In London - ” - 825 
In Weftminfter - - - 997 
In that part of Middlefex which lies within 

the Bills of Mortality - - 2439 
In Southwark, and that part of Surry which 

lies within the Bills of Mortality - 943 

Total number of Public Houfes, 5204 


A moment’s reflection will thew how much thefe untortu- 
nate habits tend to deftroy the moral principle, and to engender 
crimes. 

The fa& is, that alarge proportion of thofe earnings, which 
would enablea family to be comfortable athome,—to educate 
their children, and to rear them up witha proper regard to 
their health and morals, fo as to render them uletul, inftead of 
mifchievous members of the community, is, from invincible 
and growing habit, {quandered in Public Houfes. 

The period is not too remote to be recollected, when it was 
thought adifgrace for a woman (excepting on holiday oc- 
cations) to be feen in the tap-room of a Public Houle; but of 
late years the oblequy has loft its effect, fince it is to be 
jamented, that the public tap-rosms of many Ale-houfes, are 
fiiied with men, women, and children, on all occafions, where 
the wages of labour is too often exchanged for indulgences 
risincus to health, and for leffons of profligacy and vice, totally 
deftructive of the morals of the adults, as well as of the rifing 
gcueration. 

Intracing the caufes of the increlfe of pubtic depredation, 
by means of rovberics, pilierings, and frauds, much muit be 
attributed totll-regulated Pablic Houles, 

In place of entrulting licences only to men of fober man- 
ners and of good moral characier, a litt’e enquiry will thew 
that a confiderable proportion of the preient Ale-houfe 
Keepers in the metropolis are men of no refpectability; dif- 
pofed to promote drunkennels, low gauies, and every fpecics of 
vice and immorality that can be the means of increafing their 
trade 3; while not a few of them are connected with high 
waymen, common thicves, and cuiners of bate money. 
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An ill regulated Public Houfe is one of the greateft nui« 
fances which can exift in civil fociety. Through this medium, 
crimes are increafed in an eminent degree. Its poifon f{preads 
broad and wide, It may be truly faid to be a feminary for 
rearing up rogues and vagabonds. 

It isin fuch houfes that thieves find an afylum, and confult 
how and where they are to commit depredations on the pub- 
lic. Itis here that apprentices, and boys and girls of tender 
years, are to be found engaged in fcenes of lewdnefs and 
debauchery ; andin fine, it is in fuch places where almoft 
every vice which difturbs or interrupts the peace and good 
order of fociety, has its origin. 

It has been lately difcovered, that clubs of apprentice 
boys are harboured in Public Houfes for the purpofe of fup- 
porting theic brethren whorun away from their mafters, and 
of indulging themfelves early in the fcenes of lewdnefs and 
drunkennels, which they generally do by pilfering their maf- 
ter’s property, and difpofing of it at the old-iron fhops. In 
this fituation, from being an apprentice to a lawful trade, they 
in general become the apprentices of thieves, who refort to 
fuch houfes to find boys fit for their purpofe. 

Of how much importance therefore is it for Magiftrates to 
eftablith correct fyftems for watching over the conduct of 
publicans and Public Houfes.—Every thing that tends to the 
prevention of crimes ;—to the comfort and happinefs of the 
Jabouring people, 2nd for the effential intereft of the ftate in 
what regard the morals and the health of the lower ranks of 
the community, in checking the prevailing propenfity to drun- 
kennefs, gaming, and idienefs, depends, in a great mcafure, on 
the vigilance and attention of the Civil Magiftrates, whofe 
powers to do good in this refpect are extremely ample, and 
only require to bs exerted with attention, milduecls, and pru- 
dence, joined to firmnets and good judgment, 

The foundation of all good poiice reits upcn thofe wife re- 
gulations whichthe Clergy and the Magiftrates fhall carry 
into execution for the prefervation of morals, and the preven 
tion of crimes. 

It is earneftly to be hoped, that thofe who have the charge of 
parifhes will lend their 2id ina greater degree, bya more im- 
mediate attention to the condition of the poor, by regularly 
vifiting their abodes, and by proper religious inftructions in 
their families ; For certain it is, thatif the prevailing and in 
creafing immorality and profligacy is not checked, the licens 
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tioufnels of the times will produce univerfal anarchy and con- 
fufion, and will at length fap the foundations of the fiate. 

For the purpofe of elucidating, in fome degree, the vaft 
extent of this profligacy and wickednefs, and the effects it pro= 
duces in the perpetration of crimes of every {pecics and de- 
nomination, the following eftimate has been made up from in- 
formation derived from a variety of different channels.—Ie 
exhibits, in one view, the fuppofed aggregate of the various 
depredations committed upon the public in the metropolis and 
its environs, in the courfe of a year. 





1. Small Thefis - - £710,000 
2. Thefts upon the Rivers and Quays 500,000 
3. Thefts inth: Dock-yards, &c. on the 
Thames . - 300,000 
4. Burglaries, Highway Robberies, &c. 220,000 
5» Coining bafe money ~ 200,000 
6. Forging bills, fwindling, &c. 70,000 
Total eftimate 2,000,000 


This eftimate, (imperfe& and uncertain as it may be) has 
been formed under an impreffion upon the mind of the author, 
arifing from a variety of concurrent circumftances, that, upon 
the whole, it is under the real lofs fuftained annually by the 
machinations of criminal people. 

It exhibits a melancholy picture of the general depravity 
which prevails, and which is heightened in a confiderable des 
gree by the reflection, that among the phalanx who compofe 
the miferable catalogue, are to be numbered perfons, who from: 
their rank and fituation in life would fcarce be fulpeGted of 
either committing or conniving at the commiffion of frauds, 
fo as to enrich them/lelves at the expence of the nation. 


———$—$___—. SS Se 


ANECDOTES of the Jate Sir HUGH PALLISER. 


N the 1gth of March, 1796 died, in his 75th year, at his 

feat at Vache, in Buckinghamthire, after a fevere illnefs 

of five months, occafioned by a fall, Sir Hugh Pallifer, Bart. 

Admiral of the White, Mafter and Governor of Greenwich 

Hoipital, Governor of Scarborough Caftle, and one of the 
Elder Brethren of the Trinity houte. 

This gallant officer had early diftinguifhed himfelf in the 
naval fervice, and, abgut 40 years fince, in a defperate action 
in the Mediterranean, with a frigate of fuperior force, received 
a fzvere 
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a fevere wound in the Ieg, which, baffling all the fkill of the 
faculty, fubjected him ever after to ceafelefs torture, and even- 
tually occafioned kis death. MNotwithftanding this wound, he 
proceeded in the high career of nautical fame till the lamen- 

table 27th of July, 1778; when Admiral Keppel and Vice 
Adin ral Sir Hugh Pallifer preferred counter charges of accu- 
fation againft each other, for their conduét on that day: The 
intrepidity of the latter on this occafion was allowed even 
by his enemies ; but the merits were foon converted into a 
queftion of party violence, in which the profefional reputation 
of thofe officers was indifcriminately wrecked! Soon after 
this, his Majefty, on the death of Admiral Sir Charles Hardy, 
appointed Sir Hugh to the government of Greenwich Hol- 
eital, when refigning his feat in Parliament, he retired from all 
publ.c concerns, except the duties of his government, which 
were always ably and unremittingly difcharged. 

Sir Hugh was a fteady friend to the King and ees 
was a man of undaynted courage, and poflzfled a great thar 
of nautical knowledge—and the wife and falutary Jaws which 
he cauled to be enacted tor the benefit of the country, and the 
comfort and happinefs of the poor fifhermen in Newfound- 
Jand, during his government of that province, are proofs of a 
found mind, and a humane and benevolent difpofition, 

Sir Hugh entered into the fervice very carly in life. He 
was made a Captain in 1746, and in 1762 Governor of New- 
foundland. In 1765 he concluded a peace with the Indians, 
upon the back fettlemenis of Canada. In 1770he was made 
a Rear Admiral, and in the fame year one of the Elder Bre- 
thren of the Trinity-houfe. In 1771 he was appointed Comp- 
trotler of the Navy. In 1773 created a Baronet; and in 177 
7 was chofen a Member of Parlament for Scarborough. In 

776 he was made one of the Lor.s of the Admiralty 5 and 
in 17 78 a Vice Admiral, L cutenant General of Marines, and 
Governor of Scarborough Caitle. In 1780 he was appointed 
Matter and Governor of Gicenwich Hofpital. In 1781 he 
was chofen toreprefent the borough of Huntingdon in Parhae 
ment; and in 1787 he attained the rank of Admiral of tne 
White. 


he title, and an unentailed eftate in Ireland, devolve on 


NJ aleore fy 


his nephew, now Sir Pallifer Walters, of Greenwich: His 
other effates, and a large perfonal fortune, are left by will to 
Mr. Thomas, his natural fon. 
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othe An ANECDOTE. 
he 40 

Pm HE following humourous miftake is faid to have been i! 
ce made a few days fince, by a child of three years old, at 

c, a village in Cumberland: A lady paffed the door with her muff 

Phe and tippet; the child, never having feen fuch ornaments, cried : 

yen out, “ Mother, mother, here is a woman witha dog in her 7 

5a arms, and its tail round her neck.” | 

ion si pe i a fc NBR a i 

; Curious + Advertfement, coped fri the London Herald | 
of. of March 16, 1796. i 
ilk 4 

ich N elderly lady from the country, who enjoys health anda i| 

{mall competence, defigned by nature for focial ccn- if] 

05 verfe and friendly iitercourfe, but doomed by fortune to cat i 

ire her morfel alone, and {pend her hours in folitude; thinks the Pi 
ch fhould have no objection to form an honourable connexion HM 
he with a man of refpectable character, liberal fentiments, friendly i 

he to religion, and quite independent, who having (borne the y 

a heat and burden of the day, has retired from the bufy haunts j 

of men,”’ to where 

fe Fair religion’s mildeft influence reign, H 
v= With virtue, and peace, and {cience in her train. 4 

ms And who, like her, wants a friend and companion, | 
ve To footh and to chear the grey ev’ning of life. 1 
D- If any elderly gentleman thinks this worth notice, a line } 
5 directed to E. H. to be left with the printer of this paper, men 

in tioning fituation, circumftances, and addrefs, will be at- 

id tended to. 

id This is a bold ftroke, and wiil be contemned by many as 

d having finned againft her fex, by deviating from the common 

e rule and cuftom; but confcious of the rectitude of her mind, 

Son the ftands acquitted to herfelf, and hopes fhe fhall efcape cen- 

e fure by the fenfible and more candid. 





Anfwer, by Brutonienfis, to W. Cobley’s Charade, inferted the 30th 
of November. 


ERE the vicar and farmer for their tithe to compound, 
Peace and friend{hip among them mightalways be found; 


Vor. XX VII, 686 2T But 
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But to tell your charade, it occurs to my mind, 

The vicar muft firft his friend’s tithe take in kind ; 
The farmer then frowns, and the vicar looks big, 
And his fpoufe is prepar’d for a merry tun’d gig, 
At the fight of their dearly beloved TITHE PIG. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from Noah Coles, 
junior, of Crediton; Q. nsar Taunton; W. Zillwood, jun. 
and J. Zillwood, of Dorchefter; M. Long, of Taunton; 
W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; J. Turner, of Langport; John 
Sanders, of Cardinham; J. Sibly, near Bodmin; and J. S. 


Field, of Staverton. 
bd 


4 CHARADE, by WV. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


Y firft is an impediment ; 
To which you'll carefully cement 
A male—progreffively combine 
Both parts, you'll eafily define 
A river which, as poets tell, 
Doth wind its fiery courfe thro’ Hell. 





A PARADOX, by Quidam Ignotus, of Maedbury. 
ASSING through a field of wheat, while in bloffom, I 


obferved it to be overgrown with bubhes like thorns, as 
thick and as highasthe corn. At harveft I faw the fame field 
reaped; and, though nothing had been done toclear it of the 
buthes, it yielded a very plentiful and clean crop. 





A REBUS, by W. Bawden, of Plymouth- Dick. 


REPARE, ye wits, to vifit Afric’s barren fhore, 
And fetch a beait, for valour fam’d in days of yore ; 

"hat celebrated treaty next 1’d have you {can, 
By which each brawny Scot was join’d to Englithmen; 
My next was heard o’er Crefly’s gore-ftain’d ficld, 
Where Gallic numbers did to Britith courage yield ; 
Laftly, that littie ftately fhip that did convey 
Hibernia’s Lord acrots the boifterous fea: 

Vhen you the initials rightly have combin’d, 

A lovely fair one’s Ciriftian name you'll {urely find, 

g POETRY. 
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For rHe WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
The HORRORS of WAR. 


O! where yon orphan piteous and forlorn, 
In melting ftrain demands a parent’s care, 
Alas! what bids the cheerlefs infant mourn ? 
Tis war, the fury, and the guilt of was. 


Ah! mark yon matron’s heaving breaft, 
Her lengthen’d figh, her melancholy moan ; 
Why palpitates her heart, unknown to reft? 
Grim war has robb’d her of her only fon. 


See where the plaintive widow weeps her care, 
A murder’d hufband calls her ceafelefs woes ; 
Her infant train participate the tear, 
Watch every figh, untator’d to repofe. 


Behold that penfive look, that drooping head, 
Mark grief and manly fortitude contend ; 
Alas! at honour’s ardent call he fled, 
And war has torn him from a focial friend. 


View where the finking maid, too fad for tears, 
Todeath’s dark thades her fainting {pirit yields ; 
Alas! the fatal news had reach’d her ears, 
Her lover perith’d on the embattled fields. 


J. DENOGHUE. 
Barnfiaple. 








Verfes on a young Lady, who died the 1/2 of Auguft, 1795. 


Se where yon hearfe moves folemn o’er the road, 

The flow proceffion blackens to the view ; 

And mourning friends their labouring breafts unload 
In fighs, of lifelefs innocence the due. 


TtisEtiza! LongI knewthe maid— 

And mark’d her beauties in their op’ning bloom ; 
I faw them rifing in the modeft fhade, 

And faw them fink into the filent tomb. 


Le: cold philofophy its bofom fteel, 
And churlifhly repel the ftarting tear ; 
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For me, I will not bluth that I can feel, 
And thed a drop of anguifh on her bier. 


Thou flimfy cenfurer, forbear thy fcorn, 
Nor deem it artful affetation’s fhow, 
When, like the tempeft gather’d o’er the morn, 
Departed lovelinefs commands our woe. 


Eliza was the gentle and the fair, 
Virtue and worth gave luftre to her charms; 
Could not all plead with death a while to {pare, 
Nor-harry all fo early to his arms ? 


Heaven bade confumption wafte, advancing flow, 
With fure, tho’ lingering ftep, the life it gave ; 

At length th’ unfeen, the tatal, gentle blow 
Itdealt, and foftly ftole her to the grave. 


Ah! whoean tell a wretched mother’s prief, 
Who fees depart her darling and her pride, 
Who watch’d che long, long hours in fond relief, 
At midnight hovering, wakeful by her fide! 


’Reft of the objeét of her anxious love, 
No more attention now fhall {mile or weep, 
To mark the eyelid quick or languid move, 
For, ah! it now has clos’d in one long fleep. 


Can fancy paint to forrow’s ftreaming eye, 
Her grafly fepulchre’s foundation thake, 
When the Archangel o’er the world hall fly, 
And his fait dreadful trumpet all awake? 


Yes, to each friend, the realms of endlefs day 
It points, led up to by an hallow’d road, 
Where they, with tears for ever wip’d away, 
Shall meet with their Eliza and their God. 


PHILANDER. 


Ox a WITHERED ROSE.—7o a Lapy. 


ROM this fair flower, oh Sylvia! read your fate, 
And learn trom heace how frail is beauiy’s date; 

A while it bloom’d, quite pleafing to the fight, 
And feem’d our ravith’d feafes to invite 
To tafte its {weet perfumes—but now no more 
It charays the eye, and {mells as heretofore ; 
Its beauties gone, its bloom for ever fled, 
Now drooping hangs its fad dejected head ; 
An emblem this of beauty’s quick decay, 
Of youth’s frail bloom, the funthine of a day. 
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